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HISTORICAL PRECEDENCE OF ETHICE

One of the early codes of regulations mnd right conduct is
contained in the following article {about 2500 years ago in India;,

More importantly, the regulations guoted here are the direct
forerunner of our own Ethics system.

This is of interest 1n event of any challenge of the validiiy
and religious nature of our Ethics systenm.

This well written summary is taken from the 1965 Buddhist Ananal

| Matters Judicial

The Vinaya Pitaka, in particular the Cullavagga.
contains the rules of conduct for the purity of the
monk-life, The Buddha enacted these rales only
when a moral lapse on the pavt ol a disciple was
brought to His notice.

These rules of conduct are intended for the
rehobilitation of an erring monk rather than o
punish him. The rules {(227%) are known as: morality
consisting in vestraint, with regard to the monk-
rules. Except for the four major offences called
Parajiki (defeated), which entail on the offender
the expuliion forthwith f.om the Order, all the
mfringements  of monastic condact  could  be
atoned for in the manner preseribed in the Vinaya
Pitaka,

Thege infvingeanents of mopastic rules are
classified according to their ascending order of
gravity imo: Duklatd. Thitaccaya, Pévijikd.

For instance, suppose bhikkbu A eutertains
displeasure towards bhikkhu B, nodess a new
robe belonging to B, and maliciousiy hides it
causing paiu of mind to B, then A has committed
a dukkatd. 1 he maliciously causes dainzage to
a new robe belonging to B, he has committed a
thediaceaya, I he steals a new robe belonging to B,
he has commutted a pardjiki. The same gradation
applies 1o injury to person: simple hurt, yrisvous
hurt, murder.,

It must be emphasized heve that the Buddha
did not consider Himself as a Supreme Law-giver,
nor did e entertain the suggestion of 4 s3uccessor.
He passed away leaving behind the Teaching and
Discipline as successor, counsellor and yuide.

Aftey the Buddha’s demise, the Elder Ganaka
Moggallina raised the question of a successor.
Ananda told him that the Patimokkha yiles were
the successor and guide. It is interesting to note
here that the time-honoured custom of bhikkhus
meeting together, once a fortnight, for the recital
of the Patimokkha rules in order 10 seek remission
for any infringements (lesser) of the monastic
rules, and thus establish their purification, dates
back to thiz reply.

The Vinava Pitaka, apropas the rules of Discip-
Jine, permeates, is pregnant with and redolent of
the demands of democracy. Every Ecclesiastical

7. H. PeRera

Act is reinforced with the spirit of democracy -
a very significant-fact, which will be appreciaied
as the subject is developed here,

One more significant matter: the decisions «f
the Eeclesiastical Court with regard to capital
oflences such as .Ni.ssqyd-knmma which carrics 2
peried of surveillance on the offender, Palbi-
Janiya-kamma which is temporary removal of the
delinquent monk from the arima, Pargjib % which
is tostant expulsion of the transgressor hom the
Orvder - these decisions received the fiat of the
King's Court, and were duly put into execution,

The Ecodlesiastical can be classiied under fouy
categaries: _

Disciplinary action taken for the violation of
one ar more of the Piatimokkha rules (monastic
ectiguette), ;

Procedure adopted at the hearing of an alleged
offence by a monk, and the passiug of sentence
the offender is found ginilty.

Conduct of minks while serving a sentence {o
mural delinquency.

The resttution of the rights and privileges
which a2 monk lost while onder surveillance, o
rempoval from an irima.

PreuMIinArY Procenure

Questions as regards the minimum number of
monks required for an Ecclesiastical Act are raised
and settled.

Thereafier, the chapter of monks to form the
Court is selected by the unanmimous vote of the
menks resident in an Aidma.

The President of the Chapter of Monks is
chosen by a unapimous vote,

Mixima

Four monks wha are of the higher ordinarion
(upasampadi; shall form this Chapter of Mauks
for all acts, except ordination, the concluding
ceremony of Vassivisa (pauirand), and recalling
a monk after probationary discipline (abbhdna).

Five upasampadi monks for all acts except
ordination wnd abbhina.
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Ten upasempada monks for all acts, except
abbhlna, These. are considered sufficient for an
ordination.

Twenty upasampadi monks for abbhina and all
other acts,

(If any Ecclesiastical Act is transacted below
the required Minima, then ipso facte it becomes
invalid and ceases to be operative.)

THr PREsipENT

The President shall be a senior monk {seniority
in regard to wupasampadd), of unimpeachable
character, onc. who is an accepted authority
on the Dbamna-Vinaya and one who has gained
the Jhinas? He shall be a person who commands
the respect and confidence of the entire Sangha
resident in the drima. The Chapter assemble and
select by voting on¢ of their aumbers possessed
of the above qualifications asx the President of the
Court. The voting is cither by show of hands, by
secret ballot, or by whispering.

CHARGE-SHEET

The information regarding the alleged offence
is brought to the notice of the Court, in the form
of a resolution moved by a senior monk. It is then
seconded and read a second and a third ‘ime.
If the resolution fails w0 obtain the una.nimous
vote of the amernbled monks, then a nollr pres.qui
is entered, and the accused monk goes back to his
monk-friends with no taint on his character.

Tue Prea

The oifender has the right to defend himnself,
dispute, debate and argue the case, If the decision

of the Court goes against him, he has the right of

appeal t¢ a higher corporate body of the Sangha,
All decisions are arvived at by a majority vote,
However, undnimity is striven for,

If a difference 8f opinion arises in regard to the
interpretation of a Vinaya rule or the relevancy ox
otherwise of a particular piece of evidence, it js
refersed to a special comunittee of two or more
monks who are acknowledged authorities on the
Vinaya. The commitice, having considered the
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i. The last is wo lobger observed--Ed.

matter in dispute in all its agpects, reports back
its decision to the Court, which decision is final,
‘The committee which settled the matter in dispute
is called the Ubbdhika.

Soun OFrFENCES

We may now procccd to discuss briefly some of
the offences, which arc not only repugnant to the
moral well-being of the communily of monks
but also retard the spiritual progress of the monk
who succumb to moral turpitude. Let us first of all
deal with the two major offences of Parkjika and

-Sanghidisesa.

PARAJIXA

Parajikd mcana *“ defeated >, that. is, the

. offendiug monk has failed, beyond redemption, to

henour the pledge which he took to observe
at the moment he enteréd the Order, A wonk
who falis a victim to the demands of the flesh
has fouled the Walk to the Supreme (brabnacm_;a}
The Buddha would xmt compromise on this
grave lapse,

The first recorded instance of an adulterer®
was Sudinga, the monk. He admitted his offence,
explaining that he was persuaded to comsmit the
offeuce by his parents, wha had their own motives.
The Buddha pardoned him as a fint offender.

Thereafter, Sudinna led an exemnplary life.

Stealing, mauarder and persuasion to commis
suicide, and pretending ultra-normal powers are
the other thiee offences under Pirijika. The
offender i5 liable to immediate disiissal from the
Order. 1f he so desires, he may return to the
Order. in that event he can romain only as a
novice.

SANGHADISESA

The thirteen Seaghddisesa oifences ~ offences
against person and property ~ are a degree less
than Péarijikd, but they are more grievous than
Picttliyas. Sanghddisesa oifinces are so  called
because the Saigha should assemble at the
beginning and at the end of this Sadgha-kamma.

The Chapter to hear an offence of this nature

should not comprise less than twenty. The offender,

2 Wlmt is mcnﬁdﬂy meant is & sexual act committed
with enyone-—Xd




if found guilty, is suspended from the Order, and
is kept on probation for a apecified period. Diring
this period, if his conduct is found satisfactory.
he is readmitted.

Some of the lesser offences of monastic mise
conduict will now be noted.

Act Or Cexsure (Tajjentya-kamma)

A monk who is prone to pick quarrels
vicious and is vindictive,

A monk whe, by nature, delights in the com-
mission of offences.

A monk who is fond of the company of house-
holders (lay folk).

A monk who pays scant respect to monasiic
etiquette.

A monk who speaks opealy against the Buddha,
the Dhamuna and the Saggha.

Tajjaniya-kanuna is pronounced on a monk who
is found guilty of any one of these offences, which
may take the form of a vete of seynure on the
delinquent monk, or the mook is asked 10 confess
his error and seek expiation for it, or he loses the
rights and privileges enjoyed by a mondk.

RESTORATION OF STATUS

A monk on wham Tajjaniya-kanuna is pro-
nounced, wherein he losed certain rights and
privileges of a monk, and who conducts himaelf
thereatter in keeping with the Vinava rules, is
afforded the right to seek a revocation of the
punishment passed on him, and ako seck a
restoration of the rights and privileges which e
foat,

Nissava-Kamue

A monk ismscen: 1o associate with houscholders
in w manner contrary to the bhikkbieis In
doing so, he partitipates in such acis as: puiring a
monk on probativn, suspending a monk fur a
Sadghadisesa oifence, and recalling s o0k who
iz on probation.

The offender, if found guilty, s punished in
this mmanner:—
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{a) He is put under a senior monk who is te be
his teachier (by He mast devote bumscil to the
study of the Tipitaka with his tutor’s guidance.

Such restoration of staws is as prescribed for
Tajjanira-’ amma.

PappajANTY A-KAMMA

The following are the violations cognizant of
this Act:

. A monk who through his misbehaviour
spoils the faith of the supporter-familics in the
monk,

it A monk wko is fond of garlands, unguents,
music and dancing.

tii. A monk who is frivolous and lacks manners.

Such a monk, if found guilty, is removed from -
his &rima to another drdma till he makes amends.
The restoration of monk rights is as provid. 1 for
above. :

PATISARANIVA-KAMMA

A monk causez loss or attempts to cause loss
to a iayman or reviles him, The offender is brought
before the Court, and asked to recant his wrongs
and beg pardon of the layman.

UkxHEPANIVA-K ANMA

This is the punishiment imposed upon a recalci-
trant monk, who it obdurate and refuses to
acknowledge or confess a wrong act. Tt involves
the total segregation of 3 mork till he realises his
folly and becomes amenable to disciphine,

Parivasa-Kausa

‘There are four kinds of Paripdsa. One of them
deals entirely with persoba belonging o non-
Buddhist sects who are kept on probation for four
months, The other three are punishments imposed
on Sahtghidisese: offences, The wheole of the
Parivdsikakkhonda deals with the procedure of
keeping a delinguent monk under surveillance for
a specified period.

PATIKOANA-R A MwA

This Beclesiastical Act is prescribed for minor
offences {totelling g¢) and ave called Pacittiyi-
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dhamms. The offender is brought before the
Safigha, He confeses his fault and is reproved.

Orizr EGOLRSASTICAL ACTS

xmlraudhtheactofa:pdlmgamonk
from the Order.

it. Osarepd is the act of revocation of disabiliti_a

mpaeduponam&bythcﬁcdaiut‘icalm"

(wee a.bove)
iif, AbbAdna is the ciaborate process of recalling

a monk who has fulfilled the Vinaya requirements

" during the period he was under probation,
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However, if the monk under probation fails to
fulfil the necessary requirements expected of him,
then he is placed under:

iv, Muldya-patikassand which is a further period
of Parivisa or Manatta.® This process is repeated
till the mouk is found fit to be recalied to the

" Order.

Those notes should provide a fair idea of the
disciphaary methods ogeming in the commnmty
of Buddhist wnonks.
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